
CTSA Program Steering Committee 
February 11, 2019

2:30 ς4:00 ET



Agenda 

2:30 Welcome Barry Coller,
Christopher Austin

2:30 ς2:35 Introduction of New SC Member: 
Å Rachel Hess (Utah)

Rachel Hess

2:35 ς2:40 NCATS Update Christopher Austin

2:40 ς2:45 DTF Workgroup Update Kathleen Brady, Clare Schmitt

2:45 ς2:55 Collaboration Engagement DTF ς
Health Disparities Workgroup Proposal 

Joel Tsevat 

2:55 ς3:15 CTSA Program Designation Workgroup Update Barry Coller

3:15 ς3:40 Brainstorming:In-Person SC Meeting Agenda topics
(March 4th, 10 ς5 ET in Washington D.C.)

Moderated by Barry Coller

3:40 ς3:50 Pod Feedback Hal Collard

3:50 ς4:00 Any other business Moderated by Barry Coller



John Buse, M.D., Ph.D.

University of North Carolina, 

Chapel Hill

UL1 Member 

Rachel Hess, M.D., M.S.

University of Utah

UL1 Member

Julianne Imperato -

McGinley, M.D.

Weill Cornell 

UL1 Member

Patricia Winokur, M.D.

University of Iowa 

UL1 Member

Gerald Stacy

University of Chicago

Administrator Member

Welcome New CTSA Program Steering Committee Members!
2019 ï2021 Cohort



NCATS Update and 
Steering Committee Status Overview

Christopher P. Austin, M.D.



Welcome 

NCATS Deputy Director

Dr. Joni Rutter 



Rural Health Matters 

Congress embedded language within our FY19 appropriations to encourage the CTSA Program to 

expand translational research efforts that address rural health disparities as well as the significant 

burden of conditions that disproportionately affect minority and special populations.

Recent CTSA Program Enhancements

¶ Januaryôs CTSA Program Webinarhighlighted the IDeA-CTRs and described some of the 

partnerships in place with CTSAs

¶ University of Florida will host an Un-meeting focused on rural health and health equity on April 

8, 2019

¶ NCATS Notice of Informationemphasizes the CTSA Programôs interest in improving rural health 

outcome and reducing health disparities. CTSA Program investigators and investigators 

supported by Institutional Development Award (IDeA) Program Infrastructure for Clinical and 

Translational Research (IDeA-CTR) awards are encouraged to work together to address 

translational science barriers.  
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https://clic-ctsa.org/content/01232019-webinar
https://www.nigms.nih.gov/Research/DRCB/IDeA/Pages/IDeA-CTR.aspx
https://www.nigms.nih.gov/Research/DRCB/IDeA/Pages/IDeA-CTR.aspx
https://clic-ctsa.org/news/clic-content/clic-support-university-florida-host-program-wide-un-meeting-focused-rural-health
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-TR-19-015.html
https://www.nigms.nih.gov/Research/DRCB/IDeA/Pages/IDeA-CTR.aspx
https://www.nigms.nih.gov/Research/DRCB/IDeA/Pages/IDeA-CTR.aspx


DTF/WG Function & Structure 
2.0: 

Building on the DTF Successes
UPDATE

Kathleen Brady & Clare Schmitt
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Structure 2.0 Outstanding Issues: Completed

VEnterprise Committee Leadership
o Current DTF Governance

ÁDTF Chair: an individual from the DTF Lead Team

ÁDTF Co-Chair: an individual from the SC

o Proposed EC Governance

ÁEC Chair: an individual from the EC Lead Team

ÁEC Co-Chair: none

Separation of SC & EC allows SC to focus efforts on SC activities, 
such as review of Work Group proposals and ongoing updates from 
Work Groups, and avoids any appearance of conflict

VInclude references to other Consortium programs, e.g., CD2H, 
TIN, ACT, CLIC, in the Structure 2.0 slides ïthese may be 
tapped for consultation or support
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Structure 2.0 Outstanding Issues

×Other issues before presentation to full consortium on Feb. 27 
Program Webinar?

üImplementation

×REMINDER: New WGs Proposed to end by Dec. 2019: 
Proposals to SC must describe Specific Objective, Timeline 
w/ Milestones, Output/Deliverable, and the Broader 
context/goal, and should be submitted to the SC along with 
the charter. The SC will review proposals and 
approve/reject.
üWe need to flesh out the presentation/review process for 2020 
and beyondé 9



Health Disparities WG
Co-Lead: Lloyd Michener (Duke University)

Co-Lead: Sergio Aguilar-Gaxiola (University of California, Davis)

Co-Lead: Katrina Kubicek (University of Southern California)

C/E DTF Lead Team Liaison: Laurene Tumiel-Berhalter (University of Buffalo)

The University of Rochester Center for Leading Innovation and Collaboration (CLIC) is the coordinating center for the Clinical and Translational Science Awards (CTSA) 

Program, funded by the National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences (NCATS) at the National Institutes of Health (NIH), Grant U24TR002260. 



Congressional Directive



NOT-TR-19-015
NCATS Clinical and Translational Science Awards (CTSA) 
Programôs Interest in Improving Rural Health Outcomes and 
Eliminating Health Disparities

Åñaccelerate clinical and translational research to address 
health disparities and the significant burden of conditions that 
disproportionately affect rural, minority, and other underserved 
populations.ò

ÅThe notice provides examples of project areas to meet these 
needs, including projects that address translational science 
barriers and projects designed to implement, assess and/or 
disseminate methods, approaches, education and training in 
clinical and translational science.





Goals and Objectives

Goals

ωMake recommendations to CTSA Consortium about opportunities for partnership and 
collaboration on assessing and reducing health disparities

ÅStrengthen and leverage capabilities and assets of CTSAs nationwide

ÅContribute understanding of and solutions of health disparities translational research

Objectives

ωCompile comprehensive list of current community and state partnerships on reducing 
health disparities

ÅAssociation of State and Territorial Health Officers, CDC, HRSA Office of Rural Health, 
BUILD Health Collaborative

ωMap this list to CTSA hubs to find opportunities to collaborate

ωFacilitate these partnerships with tools and guidance



Key Deliverables

Comprehensive 
assessment of CTSAs 

and local/state/national 
groups regarding 

activities focused on 
understanding or 
addressing health 

disparities

List/map opportunities 
or gaps in health 

disparities research

Identify strategies to 
promote collaborations 
or partnerships across 

groups

Generate report with 
recommendations 
based on findings



Membership
Role Last Name First Name Institution

Co-Lead Aguilar-Gaxiola Sergio University of California, Davis

Co-Lead Kubicek Katrina University of Southern California

Co-Lead Michener Lloyd Duke University

Support AuYoung Mona Scripps Research Institute

Support Thornton Matos Anna Case Western Reserve University

Support Tumiel-Berhalter Laurene University at Buffalo

Member Berkley-Patton Jannette University of Missouri - Kansas City

Member Brown Arleen UCLA

Member Carroll Stephanie University of Alabama Birmingham Medical Center

Member Diaz Granados Deborah VCU Health

Member Fouad Mona University of Alabama Birmingham Medical Center

Member Freedman Darcy Case Western Reserve University

Member Holden Kisha Morehouse School of Medicine

Member Holliday Rhonda Morehouse School of Medicine

Member Islam Nadia NYU Langone

Member Johnson Mark Howard University

Member Lomonaco Carmela University of California, San Francisco

Member McIntosh Briana Case Western Reserve University

Member Nease Don University of Colorado Denver

Member Pemu Priscilla Morehouse School of Medicine

Member Quarels Rakale Morehouse School of Medicine

Member Rivers Brian Morehouse School of Medicine

Member Wadsworth Martha Penn State University

NCATS Jones Patricia NCATS



CTSA Designation (aka Branding) Update 
February 2019 

CTSA Program ñDesignationò Working Group

Leads: Barry Coller, Clare Schmitt, Martin Zand

Members : Hal Collard, George Mashour

Expected Sunset Date/Criteria : Spring 2019

Deliverable: Designation Guidance



CTSA Designation (aka Branding) Update 
February 2019: 

1.Draft logo and Designation description

2.Draft óTag Lineô for CTSA Program

3.Draft Description of the Meaning of Designation to be Used in 

Public Communications

4.Comparison to NCI Designation of Comprehensive Cancer 

Centers

5.Value Proposition of a CTSA Designation Program as Viewed 

from the Perspective of Different Stakeholders

6.Concerns raised at October PI meeting

7.Open discussion



Draft NCATS CTSA Designation 
Logo and Description



DRAFTS

Tag line: 

Translating Scientific Discoveries into Better Health

Description of the Meaning of Designation to be Used in Public Communications:

Institutions Achieving Designation as a Clinical and Translational Science Center by the 

National Center for Advancing Translational Science (NCATS) have demonstrated 

excellence in:

Å Engaging patients and community members in setting research priorities as well as 

in the design, conduct, and interpretation of research studies.

Å The ethical and scientifically rigorous conduct of Clinical Research, including 

human studies to evaluate new drugs and devices.

Å Participation in a national network of research centers to accelerate the study of 

new drugs and devices.

Å The training of physicians and other health care professionals to conduct a broad 

range of high-quality research studies designed to improve human health.



The model:  NCI Designation


